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SATs TestsSATs Tests

 As it has been in previous years the SATs tests in Year 2 are 

administered in order to help teacher’s judge how well children 

are progressing.

 Teacher assessments will NOT be made on test results alone. 

 When making judgements about a child’s level of 

understanding teachers will be thinking about what they have 

seen over the whole of Years 1 and 2. This is to ensure they 

have a full and accurate picture of how well a child is doing.  
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At the end of Year 2 children will take SATs tests in:

 Reading (2 papers)

 Maths (2 papers)

There is no test for writing.

It is assessed based on on-going assessment of writing throughout 
Years 1 and 2.

All tests must take place during the month of May.
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Important ConsiderationImportant Consideration

 Please avoid hyping up the tests with your child and asking lots 

of questions. As a school we do not refer to the assessments as 

‘tests’ and encourage the children to see them as part of 

everyday normal classroom practice to ensure we do not 

cause any unnecessary stress. 

 The children will be doing the tests at different times based on 

their readiness. 

 They may also be administered in small groups on different 

days.

 They can be administered at any time throughout the month of 

May. 
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Reading Reading 

The Reading test consists of 2 separate papers.

Paper 1 

A selection of text types (story, poem, non-fiction text) of between 400 

and 700 words.

Text is broken into short sections and is followed by 2 or 3 questions.

Many questions require either short single word and short phrase 

answers or ticking a box.

The paper takes approximately 30 minutes.

It is worth a total of 20 marks.
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Paper 2 

Contains 2 text types (fiction and non-fiction text) of between 800 and 1100 words).

Text is contained within a reading booklet.

Children write their answers to questions about the text in a separate booklet.

The paper takes approximately 40 minutes.

It is also worth a total of 20 marks.

Most children will take this paper, but teachers will not expect all children to 
complete the whole task.

If your child finds reading more of a challenge at this stage, then his/her teacher 
will stop the test at an appropriate time.

Questions contain a mix of tick-box and ‘circle the correct answer’ questions , with 
some that require a written answer.
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MathsMaths

Once again there are 2 papers for Mathematics.

Paper 1 – Arithmetic 

 This paper test’s your child’s number and calculation skills.

 It lasts approximately 20 minutes.

 It involves 25 questions (25 marks).

 Some questions require children to know some basic number 

facts – number bonds, 2x, 5x and 10x tables.

 Some questions towards the end involve missing number 

problems and finding fractions of quantities.
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Paper 2 – Reasoning 

 This paper test’s your child’s reasoning skills – using maths to solve problems.

 It lasts approximately 35 minutes.

 It is worth 35 marks.

 The first 5 questions are verbal questions which are read to the children before 
they move on to the rest of the paper.

 If the children find anything difficult to read, then the questions can be read to 
them.

 Earlier questions are more straight forward and questions towards the end will 
offer more challenge.

 Not all children will complete all of the questions. As with the reading paper 2 
teachers will use their judgement to decide if a child needs to stop before the 
end of the paper.
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Marking Tests and ResultsMarking Tests and Results

 The test papers are marked by the teachers.

 The results are used to form part of the wider picture of ongoing 

assessment of your child’s learning

 The outcomes of the test are used as evidence alongside the 

work produced by the children during their daily lessons to 

help the teachers assess the children against the national 

criteria for working at the ‘expected level’ in each subject.
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Following the tests teachers will be asked to use all of their 

knowledge about your child’s understanding in a subject to 

decide whether they are:

 Still working ‘towards the expected standard’ for the end of KS1

 ‘working within the expected standard’ for the end of KS1

 ‘working at a greater depth within the expected standard’ for 

the end of KS1

This is what will be reported to you at the end of the school year.
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ScienceScience

At this point a judgment is also made with regards to your child’s 

knowledge and understanding of Science.

There is NO test for Science. It is based purely on teacher 

assessment.

There is also no ‘working at a greater depth’ grading. 

Children are assessed as either ‘working at the expected 

standard’ or still ‘working towards the expected standard’.
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 Firstly, support and reassure your child that there is nothing to 

worry about and that they should always try their best each 

day in school - Praise and encouragement!

 Ensure your child has the best possible attendance in school. 

Every lesson counts!

 Make sure your child has a good nights sleep and breakfast 

every morning.

 Support your child with their homework tasks, especially 

reading and spelling.

 Talk to your child about what they have learnt in school and 

what books they are reading. 
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Reading
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Listening to your child read can take many forms:

 First and foremost, focus developing an enjoyment and love of reading.

 Enjoy stories together – reading stories to your child is equally as important as 
listening to your child read.

 Read a little at a time but often, rather than rarely but for long periods of time!

 Talk about the story before, during and afterwards – discuss the plot, the 
characters, their feelings and actions, how it makes you feel, predict what will 
happen and encourage your child to have their own opinions.

 Look up definitions of words together – you could use a dictionary, the Internet 
or an app on a phone or tablet.

 All reading is valuable – it doesn’t have to be just stories. Reading can involve 
anything from fiction and non-fiction, poetry, newspapers, magazines, football 
programmes, TV guides.

 Visit the local library - it’s free!
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Practise and learn weekly spelling lists – make it fun!

Encourage opportunities for writing, such as letters to family or 
friends, shopping lists, notes or reminders, stories or poems.

Write together – be a good role model for writing.

Encourage use of a dictionary to check spelling.

Allow your child to use a computer for word processing, which will 
allow for editing and correcting of errors without lots of crossing 
out.

Remember that good readers become good writers! Identify good 
writing features when reading (e.g. vocabulary, sentence 
structure, punctuation).

Show your appreciation: praise and encourage, even for small 
successes!
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Maths

 Play times tables games.

 Play mental maths games including counting in different amounts, forwards and 
backwards.

 Encourage opportunities for telling the time.

 Encourage opportunities for counting coins and money e.g. finding amounts or 
calculating change when shopping.

 Look for numbers on street signs, car registrations and anywhere else.

 Look for examples of 2D and 3D shapes around the home.

 Identify, weigh or measure quantities and amounts in the kitchen or in recipes.

 Play games involving numbers or logic, such as dominoes, card games, 
draughts or chess.

 Look at the place value of numbers – children need to understand what 
numbers mean.

 Identify 2D and 3D shapes in your child’s environment and talk about the 
properties of these shapes, e.g. the number of sides, faces, etc. 
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If you have any questions either today or at 

any point over the next two terms please 

come and speak to either ourselves or your 

child’s class teacher. 
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